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Assistance Board has come near to meeting both the material
and the psychological needs of its beneficiaries—whereas
United States assistance authorities have done neither. It
has done much to give to recipients a sense of independence
—whereas United States assistance administrators have
carried over the poor-law habit of speaking of ' dependency.'
The National Assistance Board, in short, has developed a
distinctly British approach to problems of social assistance,
this parting company from other English-speaking heirs of
the Elizabethan poor-law tradition.
A ' scale allowance ' of needs is easily calculated; ' available
resources' are to some extent disregarded, but, to the limited
extent to which they are taken into account, they are deducted
from the scale allowance of need; the resulting ' assessment'
is then adjusted upwards by the addition of a rent allowance
and small sums for special purposes such as visits to sick
family-members who are in hospital. The rent allowance
varies from place to place, and is fixed for each locality after
consultation with the Board's local advisory committee. If he
is dissatisfied, an applicant may submit his case to an area
appeal tribunal of three persons, who will determine the
amount of the supplementary pension or allowance, or whose
paid chairman—a solicitor—will determine his eligibility for
unemployment assistance or the prevention and relief of
distress (eligibility for an old age pensioner having already
been determined before a pensioner applies to the Board).
On behalf of all adults and their dependants, this National
Assistance Board in 1948 took over the duty of making
resources equal requirements. Insured persons receiving inade-
quate benefits, self-employed persons who had lost their
livelihood for reasons other than war, physically handicapped
persons, and persons without a settled way of life, were trans-
ferred from the local public assistance committees, and blind
persons from the local blind welfare committees. Henceforward
the resources of all applicants for assistance would be dis-
regarded on the same generous principles as for old age
pensions. Their remaining resources would also be calculated

